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preferve their Eye-fight ? 

Anfw. There are a hundred Medicines 
to be ufed which every Old Woman will tell you. For 
preventive Remedies, Study not much by Candle light, 
por drink often of ftrong Liquors, unlefs you are of his 
mind who faid— Farewel dear Eyes! whenhis Phyfi- 
cians told him, if he did not forbear Wine he'd certain- 
ly lofe "em. Wathing "em every Morning with a good 
Spring-water is a cheap and excellent Remedy for ‘em 
when ill-affe€tcd. The Philofophical Tranfactions, V4. 4. 
p. 1157. tell us, thae Verjuice is a Remedy for fore Eyes : 
But the prettieft way of cure is, that they give us Vol. 3. 
p.727. which take in their own Words: A Genrleman of 
fixty Tears of Age, by much Reading had fo extreamly im- 
pair'd his Sight that he cowd now Read no longer, nor 
coud any fort of Speétacles afford him any relief, till at 
length be recovered the Ue of bis Eyes by this Method: He 
took Spectacles with the largeft Circles next the Semicircles 
on the over-part, on both fides be cut the Bone, then taking 
out the Glafjes, be put black Spanith Leathers Taperwife 
into the empty Circles, which widened enough, toge- 
ther with the encreafing widenefs of the Leather, took in bis 
whole Eye at the greater end, the le8 being only big enough 
to put in the top of bis little Finger, and through the leffer 
End be thus read the fmalleft Characters like large Print. This 
may alfo be done with Paper, blackt in the infide with 
fomewhat that does not fhine Thus far they— 
for che Succefs of the Experiment, we have have ¢try’d 
ic our felves, and find it anfwers Expedtation, as we 
doubt not will any one elfe, who fhall have occafion to 
make ufe on’t, we hope without any Offence to the Spe- 
étacle-makers. 


Queft. 1. R’ what way may thofe whe read much bit 


Queft. 2. Whether the taking Tobacco dots a Man good 
or burt? 

Anfw.Mir. Osborn in his Famous Advice to his Son, made 
up, as all know, only of his own a ering tells 
him, that he had himfelf taken ic from fixteen to fixty, 
withoac ever finding ic did him one Farthings-worth c¢i- 
ther of good or hurtc—And the fame we are apt to be- 
lieve many more might fay if chey’d be bur ingenious. 
However, itscertain enough that in this Cafe as well as 
all other, circumftances extreamly alter the ching: 
What's one Man's Meat and Phyfick too is another’s Poy- 
fon— all grane that Tobacco may be of excellent Ufe to 
your Morft and Phlegmatick Confticutions, by drying up 
or draining off what would elfe offend Nature But 
on the other fide, "tis almoft as much Poyfon toa dry 
and cholerick Perfon, as the Oil of ic is to a Kitten, 
when dropt upon its Tongue, or convey’d into its Fleth; 
tendring him yet more aduft aad cholerick, and even 
endangering the throwing him into a Frenzy, efpecially 
if taken in any great Quantity 5 for a littie Poyfon can do 
but a little mifchief. And indeed “tis the Quanticy after 
all that may feem to deniominate it either proficable or 
hurtful. We have known fome fuch Glurtonsat it, as 
tofmoke upwards of thirty Pipes a day ; and others fo 
bewitchr with ic, chat they can do almoft nothing elfe. 
Thefe extreams ir was, we may believe, which brought 
ali the Wits of che Age againft ic, when it firft obtain’d 
in England, if we mayn't rather be tempted to fulpea 
Was King James the Firft's Royal Pea being engag’d in 
the Caufe, and proclaiming open War agaiaft ir, which 
Made all the orher Writers draw on the fame fide; (thé 
could that Prince have known what vaft Revenues this 
Plant would ina few Ages lave brought to the Crown, 
he could {carce have had the Heart to be fo unmerciful 
egainft ir.) Hence proceeded Fo. Sylutfer’s Volley of Shot 
tounderd from vourt Helicon,as well as all the lircle ane 
Scribbles which we find in that Age againft poor Tobac- 
£0. Nor has the World quite done with it yet — Mei- 
bo mins joa Treatile of his — De Cerevifiis, & Ebriami- 
Mbus aliis, Crimed at Heimpadt, 1558. mentions this a- 
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mong other Narcotick Fumes, and is wicthal very witty 
upon't, applying thereunto what Virgil fays of Cacus -— 


Faucibus ingentem furum, mirabile difs | 
Evomit, involvitque domum caliquie cca 
Profpectum ripiens Oculis, glomeratque feb auras 
Fumiferam Noclem, commiflis igne Tenebris. 


Which if =~ are difpofed to be Merry, take thus, (or 
fomewhat like ‘em) im pure Sternbold. 


Forth from his Jaws 
Vaft Smoak he draws, 
O ftrange and wonderous Sight ! 
He draws and {pews, 
And fills the Houfe 
With mingled Fire and Night. 


But notwithftanding al) this, and that no Crown'd- 
head in Chriftendom did ever yet fmeke, that came to our 
knowledge, the Porters in London, and the Good-wonen 
and Children in the Weft are not like to take one Pipe léfs 
than they did before, and fo we leave ‘em with- 
fon any farther Difturbance at their anenvy'd Plea- 
ure. 

Queft. 3. Which is the bet Poem that ever was made 
and who in your Opinion, deferves the Title of the b:/t Poet 
that ever was? 

Anfw. Zhe beft Poem that ever was made, is the Uni- 
verfe, and he who made that, the firft and beft Port. But 
for artificial Poems, not to meddle with che ray oo 
@ great part whereof, as part of Fob, feveral of the Pfalmy 
the Canticles, Ifaiah, Lamentations, &c. is undoubted! 
the beft and nobleft Poetry inthe World. Ic is Virgil's 
“Entids, which in our Opinion, confonant to that of the 
greateft Cricicks in all Ages, carries the Laurel from 
any humane Compofition that was ever yet excéne ; both 
for the Compleatnefs of the Work, the Curtofity of the 
Fable, the fine ordering of the Nexis, the Juftnels of 
Thought, Greatnefs of Spirit, Dignity of Expretfion,and 
Purity of the Language, Tully himfelf fcarce writing 
chafter Latin than Virgil. Add to this, the excellent De- 
fcriptions, advantageous and proper a yee Jove- 
ly Paffions, neat Praifes, (che by far moft difficult parr 
of Poetry, and which he fo admirably manag’d towards 
Auguftus his Family) take all chis cogether, aad nothing 
that’s meerly humane muft pretend to come near this 
incomparable Piece, as we doubt not will be granted by 
all che Impartial World, as long as that and this Pocm 
fhall laft, for they are in all probability of an equal 
date. Thus an Heroick Pocm being the heighth of Poecry 
and this of all Heroicks, this being ere the beft 
Poem, Virgil muft be che beft Poet. — Not that we can 
think him fo excellent in his Eglogues, the Greeks out- 

doing him in chat eafie and nacural — of writing, he 
making his Shepherds by much too well bred and learn- 
ed ; whereas Tbheocritus, and fome other of the Grecians 
fhow ’em juftas they really were, or might be fuppoled 
to be. Homer was a great Man, as we have formerly 
difcours’d, and that which he’s commonly blam'd for, 
his long Bedrolls of Names and De(cripctions of Places, 
is perhaps if duly confider’d, one of his greareft Beau- 
ties: Sappho hasan inimitable foftacls which meles the 
Soul at the very hearing the found of her words in thofe 
few precious Fragments fhe has left us; nor-did ever 
any come fo near her fince as Mrs Brba. Callimachus 
and other of the middle-fiz’d Poets, have norbing fur- 
prizing in ‘em. Asacreon is Extreme pretty, Piadar in- 
comparable. For the reft of the Latin ones, Ovid was 
the Hi eee il ~ En Fin Catullus che Sr 
waggith, Petronius ewdeft, Zuvenal the angrieft ; 

one of the honefteft Martial, fit to be read by School- 
boys :-———Statius a very tall Fellow, and Lucan a very 
humble Man, he had aimoft forgot the en 
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Yioft of the Greek Comics are Stuff, but litle of their 
T ragedy but thon excellent, neither of which we think 
brought co their heighth under che Romans, thd Plau- 
tus wrote twittily, Terence neatly,——and Seneca has very 
fine thoughts. But {ince we cant go through ail the 
World, let's look home 4 litle. Grandfire Chaucer, in 
{pice of the Age, was'a Man of as much wir, fence and 
honefly as any that have writ after him. Father Ben 
was excellent at Humour, ShakeSpear deferves the Name 
which Milton gave him. — Spencer was a noble 


of (weet, : 
abi cag Bing Sn an excellent pice of Morality, Po- 
licy, Hiftory. Davenant had a greac Genius. Too much 

Milton's Paradice lof, and 


*> be faid of Mr. Coley. 
Hee other Poems of his will never be equal’d.Waller is the 
moft corrtét Poet we have. For thofe who are yer /iving 
we have nothing to fay to em: Death fhall excule 
Mr. Saffold, and dullne{s the Awthor of the Lampoon on the 
Athenian Mercury. j , 

Queft. 4. Why are Angels painted in Petticoats ? 

Anjw. ‘Twas the ancient Cuftom of the Jews, and the 
Faftern parts of the World to wear long Garments 5 and 
‘tis not improbably fuppos'd, that the Angels appearing 
moftly among the a appear’d in Zewifh Apparel ; 
Nor is there any place which mentions the Appearance 
of Angels, where the Defcription contradi@s {uch Ha- 
birs—The Arrof Painting is very Ancient, and the firft 
Mafters painting em humane, and in long Garments, their 
Scholars have ever fince imitated them. 

Queft. 5. Whetber the Grand Devil be a Corporal Sub- 
Rance, and if fo, of what Coleur? 

Anfw. Angels, Souls and Spirits are Immaterial Be- 
ings, sot clogg'’d with, or Con ped to Matter and Form, 
therefore without Colour, for ——-Colour is an Accident, 
and can't bt independint of Subjtance. The Devil may ap- 

ar by afluming Matcer co act in, fomerimes in one form, 
ometimes in another ; and at fuch times fome Colour ws to 
be fien, but this aflumed Matter and Colour, bowever di- 
verfify'd, isnot the Devil, for the Devil can’t be feen no 
more than aThoughr,or ones Mind,which are Objects more 
inconfiftent with Vifibiliry than an Objed of Smelling is 
with Audibiliry. 

Queft. 6. Whether wert thofe Devils drowned with the 
Swine, that ran violently down a fteep place into the Sea ? 

Ax{w. The Occafion of this Query might poffibly be 
from the Story of che Prieft, who Preaching upon that 
Text, declar’d he knew no means how the Poor Devils 
could avoid the fame Fate as the Swine underwent, be- 
ing nor only under Water, but alfo Imprifon’d in the 
Swine; butche real Solution 4s parallel to that of the 
Preceding Queftion. Drowning or Suffocation is an A& 
of Violence upon the refpiring Organs, but the Devil has 
po Throat, Lungs, ec. becaufe immaterial , therefore 
not tobe drown'd; “tis all one to him whether he is 
inthe Bowels of the Earth, the Air, Fire or Water; 
he Iscqually proof againft thofe Effeéts that all of ‘em 
have upon Material Beings. 

Queft. 7. Whether there be any fuch thing as a Chame- 
leon, and whether the Properties reported thereof are true, 
bhat it changes into Colours, and lives xpom Air ? 

Anfw. That there is fuch a thing, we learn both in 
ancient and modern Hiftories of Animals. The Famous 
Bocbart has a very learned Diflertation concerning its Na- 
ture and Properties and a late Traveller gives us their Fi- 
gure, and many pretty Experiments concerning them , 
they being of the Lizard-kind; and generally found about 
the Walls, and among the Ruines of old Houfes: The 
fame Author confirms the changeablenefs of their Co- 
lours. But as ffor their living upon the Air, ché "tis 
@ pretty fancy, and does well enough in Poetry, yet in 
reality it docs{o as much as the Mami’s Horfe did, who 
jultas he had brought him to'r, died. In fhort, they 
have been diile&ted, and Flies found in their Bodies, as 
Well as proper Organs for digeftion, &c. which is an 
evident argument they live pct upon nothing, fince nei- 
‘ner cam we fuppofe chofe Flies which are found there 
woudcreep into their Bellics of their own accord, nor 
are we tO Uelieve that Nature made any thing, any of 
tofe Organs before mentioned in vain. 

A : Is the Storpef the Tarantula, @&c. real, or 
Oly a Pao: 

Asfw.. We haviog fo many Inftances both of that 
Creacure, and the Effc&s ics Biting produces, and 
c¥naformd Hiftory of the Animal and of the Difeafe 
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printed at Leyden, in 12° no longer fince than 1668. 
we have all the reafon in the World to believe it true, and 
hone that we canconceive for which we fhovld queftion 
it. The Account that Author gives Of this frange merry 
Spider, and its effedts, take as follows: The Diftale occa- 
fion'd by its biting, he tells us, lurks in the Blood gene. 
rally two Tears before it arrives to the btight, only produ. 
cing Fevers, &C. after this fome Symptoms thers aré common 
to all who are bitten, as that they delight in Mufick, and 
are ftrongly inclined to Gefliculation, or a Rind of Lancing x 
others are proper and peculiar to fome only, as wetping, 
laughing, fancying themfelves Kings, &c. which bamow, 
whatever ’tis they firfi light upon, remains till their cure. 
Others of “em are ftrangely delighved and affected with dif- 
ferent colours, Red, Blew, Greén, or as it happens. This 
for the Difeafe: as for the Cure, ‘tus either common to all, 
as Mufick and Dancing, or elfe more peculsar and proper, 
namely different Tunes to different Perfons, according to 
the different Symptoms of the Difeafe, wherein it feems 
lies the great Art of curing em, fince what eafes ont, tor- 
ments another. 

He proceedsto the Caufe and Masner both of Difeafe 
and Care. The firft he thus attempts to explain. The 
Salivous Poyfon of the Spider feizes principally on the 
Nerves and Mufcits, and in them the Spirits, and by its 
periodical Heat firs up and increafes the Heat of tht Heart, 
or corrupts the Bile in the Vefjels, and whey the Poyfon 
once affects the Spirits, it thereby caufis an unnatural Mo- 
tion at the beginning of the Nerves, which oy vellication of 
rhe Mufcles, inclines the Perfon to Geéfliculation, or 4 fort 
of Dancing. 

As for the manner of the Cure: ——— The Air moved 
by the mufical Motion of the String or Injtrumene; moves 
the next, and fo onwards (as we fee in the circular in- 
creafing Motion of the Water when a Stones caji into it) 
till the like be produced in the Spiritsof the Body, to which 
the Airis impel’d. Now the Commotion of the Pajfions at- 
pends on the Spirits, and the vifcous Humony of the Taran- 
tule % avery capable fubjelt of found. Hence the next Ait 
being mov'd by a mufical Air fuitable ro the Patient, the 
lurking Poyfon and Spirits of a Man are put into a Comme- 
tion, by which agitation the Nerves being velicated, the 
Spirits vehemently ftirr'd, and Mufcles moved, the Dane 
cing, or fomething like it, mujt of neceffity enfue, by which 
the Cure ws perform’d ; for by vebement Motion the Blood is 
beated, the Pores are opened, and the Poyfon rarify'd, which 
can’t be done by common Sudorificks, becaufe the Medicines 
can't reach, or at leaft cant ftir thofe little Particles 
where the Poyfon lies, as Dancing does. ———Thvs. much 
we have thought fit to tranfcribe from this judicious Au- 
thor on fo curious a Subje&t. Such as would be further 
fatisfied concerning the ftrange Efficacy of Mufick, let’em 
confule the Learned Vojfins de Poematum Cantn. 


ts The three weighty Queftions concerning Zove and 
Marriage, fentus by a young Lady, fhall (they requi- 
ring a{peedy Anfwer) be inoferted in our next Mv- 
cury. 


*,.* The feveral Queftions fent us concerning asarry- 
ing without Parents Confent, the Death-watch, &c. 
will be Anfwer'd at the End of our Second Vo- 
lume, and fo will the Queftions fent us by other 
Perfons, 
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Gdbertifements. 


HE Art of Fapanning and Varnifhing, Sc. with the beh 
way of making all forts of Varnifh and Lackers,the Me- 
thod of Guilding, Burnebing and Lackering cither on Wood 
or Metals. Alfe the Curious way of Painting on Glajs, &c. 
with feveral other Arts, and varitty of Patterns for Fapan- 
work, Engraven on large Copper Pl:tes. 
_ Printed for, and fold by the Author, at the Golden-Ball - 
in St. James’s-Market, at Mr. Guy’s at the O»ford-Arms 
in Lombard-fireet, at Mr. Chifwell’s at the Role and 
Crown in St. Paul’s-Church-yard, at Mr. Dring’s at Chan- 
cery-Lane-End, Wleet-ftreet : Aljo at sr. Newmiani’s af 
tbe Kings-Arms, and at Mr. Duoton’s at the Raven, both 
#8 the Poultrey. 
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